
DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

Can photography express what’s in an Artist’s mind? Discuss with reference to the
landscape photography of Minor White and John Blakemore

Introduction
Research questions

Chapter 1 
Understanding how images communicate 

meaning
Methodologies for finding meaning 

in visual texts: The language of photography 

The Good Eye

Semiology

Post structural semiotics
Indexality

Chapter 2
How do we know if the visible

and the invisible is in an image?
The difference between what it is seen

In an image and what is depicted

Cultural connotation

Indexality

Plurality of meaning

The effect of the viewer on meaning?

Audience completes the gap in meaning

Different ways of seeing - Berger?

Need radial system to create
meaning

Chapter 3 
Commentaries on affect and effect

Representing the unconscious
Mirrors and Windows

Szarkowski

Minor White

Equivalence

Symbolism

Tension between art and photography

John Blakemore

Metaphor in photography

Photography to define your
relationship with the world

Representing the
unconscious

Artists expressing more than they 
Consciously intend 

Conclusion
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