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Introduction Chapter 1
. Understanding how images communicate
Research questions .
meaning

Methodologies for finding meaning
in visual texts: The language of photography

Compositional interpretation - The Good Eye
Semiology

Post structural semiotics

discourse a analysis of how these
combinations give meaning when interpreted by an
audience

Chapter 2: The difference between what it is seen
in an image and what is depicted

Tension between art and documentary in photography v art.
20th century split in photography (realism/expression)
Affect v effect

Indexality- plurality of meaning: Sontag, Bazin, Szarkowski, can be an indexical
relationship with an object without a physical likeness

O’Sullivan: affect being in the world rather than making sense of the world
Edwards: zone where intensities are felt

Szarkowski mirrors and windows. The photographers eye
Metaphor: equivalents. Chappell, Stieglitz

Symbolism: symbolic and psychic unconscious

Cultural connotation: Hall shared cultural solace produces meaning through language

Introduce terms

Chapter 3: Affect and effect in the work of Minor White and John Blakemore

Case studies on affect and effect with commentaries
On representation of the unconscious and reality in their images
Linking methodologies for ascribing meaning to images to practice

Minor White
Equivalence
Symbolism
John Blakemore
Metaphor in photography
Photography to define your relationship with the world

Artists expressing more than they
Consciously intend

Apply research methods to case studies to the methodological
research

Introduce terms

Include quotes from the artists Summarise the lit on
them

Conclusion

The effect of the
viewer on meaning

The audience adding to
the gap in meaning

Different ways of
seeing - John Berger

Radial system to
create meaning

Materiality/ emotional effect of images?

Pierce triangular model cultural
experience of sign/ reality/ the sign



